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From Your Rabbi:
.TEWISH PRAYER

“If a man does not know the meaning
of the prayers, but worships God be-
cause He commanded that He should

be worshipped—though he does not

know even the meaning of the words.
his prayer ascends and pierces the fir-
mament, for the sacred words of the
Torah and prayer contain a superior
sanctity, and when they issue from
the heart of a man who is praying for
the sake of heaven they bring about
creat amendments in the superior
worlds.”

These are the words of the Baal
Shem Tov, the great teacher of Chasid-

ism, and they might well be written
upon the door of every Synagogue and
every Jewish home. For prayer, Jew-
ish prayer, is more than a series of re-
quests and thanks. Prayer to us is a
necessary part of the normal relation-
ship between man and God. It is the
recognition by man of Him who by His
constant guidance and vigilance keeps
nature functioning and who makes man
an important part of the Universe. It
is an expression of our willingness to

(Continued on Page Two)



LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF ISRAEL EV

JEWISH PRAYER

(Cont.nued from Page One)

give up a small part of our time and
turn our minds to the source of all ex-
istence. Prayer is a show of our loyal-
ty to the God of Israel, an act whose
value transcends the words of the lit-
urgy and the “impressiveness’” of the
service. In prayer our soul, the divine
spark in us, returns to the flame that
generated it, for a renewal of its vital-
ity.

Does prayer have to be an esthetic
experience? Does a Synagogue service
have to be an elaborate and impressive
show? The answer to both questions is
no. Jewish prayer is primarily a com-
munity activity. Tefilla Betzibbur, con-
gregational prayer, is a common en-
deavor, a collective act. But it does
ot thereby lose its individual aspects;
it does not degenerate into thoughtless
following of the leader. It is a whole,
a unit, but one in which every part
counts and is recognizable. The Rabbl
or Cantor co-ordinates the service. He
is not the performer. The performance.
if such it might be called, is that of
every member of the congregation, and
it is one of the heart rather than of the
mouth, of warm emotion rather than
of cold reason. For in the final anal-
ysis, we cannot demand or expect a re-
ligious activity of pure reason when il
is directed at an object admittedly
above and beyond the human mind. It
is, then, not an absolute necessity that
every single word of the prayers be
understood by every worshipper; more
than that, it is essential that the lang-
uage of prayer be the tfime-honored
Hebrew text used by all the past gen-
erations so that our devotions and those
of all Israel everywhere can ascend to-
gether as the prayer of Israel, the col-
lective expression of the Jewish heart
of the Congregation of Israel all over
the world. The Machzorim provided in
our Synagogue contain an English trans-
lation for reference, but our language
of prayer is Hebrew, which alone can
give us the knowledge that we are
united with all Jews in addressing our
creator on the holiest days of the year

It may not be amiss to say, in this
connection, a word about the UJA drive
that is being conducted here on Sep-
tember 28. Charity has always been
a matter of great importance to us
somewhat akin to prayer. Indeed, in
our Holy Day prayers we find the state-
ment that “Repentance, prayer, and
charity avert the evil of fate.”

Rabhbi Arthur OQles
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“Our God and God of our fathers,
reign thou in thy glory over the whole
universe, and be exalted above all the
earth in thine honor, and shine forth
in the splendor and excellence of thy
might upon all the inhabitants of thy
world, that whatsoever hath been made
may know that thou hast made it, and
whatsoever hath Dbeen created may
understand that thou hast created it,
and whatsoever hath breath in its nos-
trils may say: the Lord God of Israel
is King, and his dominion ruleth over
all.”

These words in the New Year Amidah
express most eloquently and power-
fully the ultimate aim of humanity:
the universal recognition by all humans
of the God of Israel, and through this
common acceptance of God, the crea-
tion of a strong bond between all the
members of the human race. This col-
lective search for God will draw all
peoples closer together and will result
in sympathetic understanding and bro-
therly love. Although this universal
recognition of Divine Sovereignty is to
come about with the arrival of the
Messiah, the acknowledgement of the
God of Israel by individuals, as a re-
sult of deep contemplation and spirit-
ual growth, has not been an unusual
rhenomenon in the past and the pre-
sent. Not only individuals but entire
groups, such as the Geirim in Russia,
have spontaneously embraced the Jew-
ish faith. The recent conversion of a
number of Italian Catholics in the town
of San Nicardo represents a most fas-
cinating episode. However, we shall
here tell the story of but one individual
who not only joined the ranks of Israel
but who become a most illustrious
member of our people.

Elishava, the great Jewish writer and
poetess who died several months ago
in the land of Israel,’ was born in 1895
of a Russian father and an English
mother and was educated in Russian
schools in Moscow.

She was a highly gifted person, par-
ticularly in the field of languages. Eli-
shava, who was known originally as
Elizabeta Ivanova Jircova, got her first

(Continued on Next Page)
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Rabbi and Mrs. Arthur Oles and
daughter

Mrs. Bessie August and son

Mr. and Mrs. N. Baumel

Mr. and Mrs. S. Bronstein and family

Mr. and Mrs. David Cohen and sons

Mr, and Mrs. Louis Cohen and son

Nathan Cochen

Max Coplan

Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Douglas and family

Jack and Mynne Edelson

Dr. and Mrs. S. Eisen

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Forman

B. A. Friedman

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Grossman and son

Esther Grossman

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Grossman and

family

Mrs. Rebecca Grossman and son
Louis II

Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Grossman and
family

William Grossman

Mr. and Mrs. Max Handshu and family

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Hecht

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heller and
daughter

Joseph Levine

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Levinson

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Lippman and
family

Mr. and Mrs. William Lippman and son

Mrs. Esther London and daughter

Mrs. Mary Marateck

Mr. and Mrs. Sanford S. Marateck
and son

Mr. and Mrs. L. Matlow and family

Max DMiller

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Pearl

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Peril

Mitchel Rapoport

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Riemer

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Riess

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Roberts

Mr. and Mrs. J. Roberts and son

Mr. and Mrs. Israel Saluda

Mrs. R. Saluda' and family

Mr. and Mrs. 8. Silverstein and family

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Smigel and daughters

Dr. and Mrs. I, E. Smigelsky and Dick

Simon Smigelsky

Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Shapiro and
daughter

Mr. and Mrs. Max Silverman and
mother

Mrs. Celia Spector and Irving

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Spector

Mrs. Edith Spector

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Spector

Mrs. Rose Stern and sons

Mr. and Mrs. J. Weisbond

Mr. and Mrs. Wishkin

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wolf and sons

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Wolfe

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Zabits and sons

acquaintance with Judaism through a
classmate of hers whose name was Ras-
kin and who came from a very fine
orthodox Russian-Jewish family. At the
inspiration of her friend, Elishava
studied Yiddish and Hebrew and soon
became an admirer of Judaism and the
Jewish tradition. In 1909, she publish-
ed two volumes of poetry in Russian
entitled “Minutes” and “Secret Songs’ .
As her motto for these poems she chose
the immortal words of Ruth: “Your
people is my people and your God ;s
my God”. The fact that she selected
this quotation reveals to us Elishava's
innermost feelings toward Judaism, her
yvearning to accept the Jewish destiny
and the Jewish faith.

Elishava’s literary activities in the
Jewish field began with a Russia=
translation of Imber’s “In the Jewisk
Land” and some of Bialik’s poetry. She
translated many other Hebrew and Yid-
dish works into Russian, thus enabling
those Russian Jews unfamiliar with
Hebrew and Yiddish to become ac-
quainted with some of the treasuras

Mwmwww
of Jewish literature. In 1921, under
Bialik’s influence, she published her
first volume of original Hebrew poetry
and from that time on Elishava became
a prolific Hebrew writer not only of
poetry but also of critical articles” on
many Jewish problems. She left Rus-
sia after "the Revolution to settle in
Jerusalem where she married a Jew
and embraced the Jewish faith. She
has since then written extensively in,
many well-known modern Hebrew per-
iodicals and has published numerous
volumes of poetry and critical essays.
She died several months ago and her
death was mourned as a great loss to
not only to the Jewish literary world
but to the entire Jewish people.
Brought up in strange surroundings,
Elishava became a true daughter of
Israel, one whose love for J udaism and
the Jewish people inspired her to create
and thereby to enrich Jewish life not
only in Israel but throughout the world.

In closing I want to wish all of you
a healthy and happy New Year,
Your Rebbetzin.




BADASSAH ALL SET FOR
SUCCESSFUL YEAR

This is a report to the membership as
to the who and how of Hadassah’s work
during the coming year. Our meetings
will be held as follows: Board meeting,
on the second Thursday of every month;
regular membership meeting on the
third Thursday of every month.

‘|lie a.airs of the Mount Carmel
chapter will be conducted by the fol-
lowmg officers and board members:

President: Mrs. Henry Wolf; 1st vice-
president: Mrs. Sanford Marateck; 2nd
vice-president: Mrs. Bessie August;
Corresponding secretary: Mrs. Louis
Cohen; Recording secretary: Mrs. Jack
Weisbond; Treasurer: Mrs. Max Hand-
shu.

Board:

Fund raising: Mrs. Sydney Grossman
Mrs. Melvin Wolfe, Mrs. Norman Hecht;

Membership: Mrs. Bessie August;

JINE: Mrs. Joseph Levinson, Mrs.
Alex Peril;

Youth Aliyah: Mrs. Max Ufberg;

Telephone: Mrs. Robert Spector;

Publicity: Mrs. Rebecca Grossman;

Donor: Mrs. Harold Grossman, Miss
Ethel Lippman,;

All members are asked to mark the
fourth Thursday of each month on
their calendars as B’nai B’rith night
Without going into further details, you=]
may be assured that you will enjoy each
and every meeting of B. B. as never be-
{ore. And just as a reminder, here are
{he officers for the coming year: Presi-
dent, Henry Wolf; vice-president, Nor-
man Hecht; secretary, Rabbi Arthur
Oles; treasurer, Dan Smigel; guard
Max Handshu; warden, Nathan Baumel;
monitor, Sam Douglas, the outgoing
president.

LADIES’ AID GREETINGS

Rosh Hashanah, the New Year, is
upon us, and with its arrival we of the
Hebrew Ladies’ Aid, not only as in-
dividuals but as an organization de-
voted to Jewish welfare, must consid-
er our deeds of the past year and de-
termine the pattern we will follow in
the new year.

Our first meeting will be held on
October 11, at which time plans will
He made for the forthcoming season, a
year you as members can help, one and
all, to make a period of great and good
accomplishments.

Program: Mrs. Sanford Marateck;
Eduecation: Mrs. Arthur Oles;
Supplies: Mrs. Dan Smigel;

As your president of the Hebrew La-
dies’ Aid Society I wish to extend io N\
yvou and your families best wishes for & .-

Child Welfare: Mrs. Arthur Gross-
man.

The second board meeting will be
held on October 13 at the home of Mrs
Tenry Wolfe. Our guest at that meet-
ing will be Mrs. David Marcus of Lan-
caster, Pa. The second regular meet-
ing will be on October 20.

The Mt. Carmel chapter of Hadassah
is_looking forward to a successful year
with the co-operation of all its mem-
bers. and wishes all of them and their
families a year full of happiness and
health.

B'NAI B'RITH PREDICTS
GOOD SEASON

On the occasion of Rosh Hashono the
Bmai B'rith Lodge of Mt. Carmel wish-
es all its members and friends a very
happy and peaceful new year. Our
plans for 5710 call for new and better
activities under the guidance of presi-
dent Henry Wolf and the officers and
committees. First on the agenda is a
meeting on October 27, which will offer
as a special treat a program in charge
of brother Sydney Grossman and re-
freshments afterwards.

a very happy New Year—Leshono Tovo

Tikosevu.
Evelyn Reiss.

CALENDAR

Candle lighting time is given for pre-
ceding Friday nights.
Sep. 24-25, Rosh Hashono ... ... 6:34
Sep. 26, Fast of Gedaliah
Oct. 1, Haazinu B, (EST)5:24
Oct. 3, Yom Kippur ... ...... 2519

Oct. 8-9, Succos e i T 1B
Oct. 14, Hoshanno Rabbo

Oct. 15, Shemini Atzeres ... 5:01
Oct. 18, Simchas Torah

Oct. 22, Bereshis 4:50
(O~t. 23-24 Bosh Chodesh Chesvan
Oct. 29, Noach e e AL
Nov. 5, Lech Lecho .. ... ...« 4:33
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